Odyssey Anime Octover 2011 Newsletter


Visit us online at www.odyssey-anime.com!

Halloween Hijinks!
Highlights
Anime Meetup: Anime Meetup this Saturday, Octover 8th 1:00 to 3:00 pm 
Going to be lots of good stuff in the Meet-Up box for sale, still have some  TRIGUN!  Bad Lands Rumble! 
New Release Section Updated.  

Upcoming Conventions: 

November 4th to 06th 
Anime Nebraskon
Lincon, Nebraska
Last con of the year for me.

Visit the Con Schedule on our website for links to the sites!

http://www.odyssey-anime.com/Home.php

Anime Meetup
West Des Moines Community Center, 217 5th St. in Valley Junction, 1:00-3:00p.m. (515-222-3440)
The meetup is getting better and better - keep telling all your friends!  The West Des Moines Community Center continues to be a gracious host to our monthly gatherings, and we’re looking forward to this Saturday! Come to watch and discuss anime, old and new - admission is always free! 

This month we’ll be watching  Princess Resurrection 
When Hiro Hiyorimi tries to save a beautiful young woman from certain death, he ends up a dead hero himself! However, since the drop-dead girl is Hime, daughter of the King of the Monsters, his "reward" is to come back as a not-quite-living soldier in her honor guard of horror! That means helping fight off the army of supernatural monstrosities Hime's siblings are unleashing against her in hopes of moving up the ladder of succession.

And if facing off with vampires and zombies isn't bad enough, how can anyone be prepared for the REALLY weird ones, like were-sharks, pandas and killer dumplings? This sure as hell isn't the afterlife Hiro was hoping for, but the really sad part is that Hime is the good girl in all of this... or at least as close to good as you can come when you're on the wrong side of the gates of hell!

What’s new in Anime?  
The Fall 2011 Anime Preview Guide

By Gia Manry
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Persona 4 The Animation
Rating: 4.5 

Narukami is an unassuming high school student forced to transfer to his uncle's small town when his parents have to leave the country for work. Luckily for him, it is the small town with the most stylish school uniforms ever. Upon his arrival, Narukami starts suffering weird attacks, and a young woman involved in a scandal is murdered. After having one of his weird attacks at home and nearly being sucked into a television, Narukami and his new pals Chie Sotonaka and Yosuke Hanamura head to Hanamura's dad's shop, where all three fall into the television. 

It turns out that magical TV land is foggy and full of weird masked blobs that turn into monsters. Narukami suffers another "attack" and comes out of it with a Clow card Persona, which he calls Izanagi and uses to fight off the monsters. 

There's a lot of pizazz to Persona 4 The Animation, and to be honest, as someone who hasn't played the original game, it overwhelmed the first episode a bit. That's not to say that there isn't plenty of substance to be revealed: even setting aside murders and Personas, it's hinted that the Hanamura store, Junes, is attracting shoppers away from the traditional shopping arcade— whether this is the hint of something insidious or simply a sign of the town's times is yet to be discovered. And then there's the fourth student character, Yukiko Amagi, who has to "help out at home" (which, since she does almost nothing else in the episode, is probably more than it sounds). 

The characters so far are a bit one-note— particularly protagonist Narukami, who is apparently completely silent in the original videogame upon which the anime is based —but not without potential...although Hanamura spends way too much time whining about how he's going to pee himself during his adventure inside the television, making him a bit annoying. Chie is an interesting character; she could probably be seen as a bit tsundere towards Hanamura, but in reality their relationship is probably more of just a bantering camaraderie. 

With plenty of story to dive into, characters with potential, strong designs, and an appealing soundtrack Persona 4 has a lot to offer so far, which isn't surprising given its pedigree. 

Persona 4 is available streaming at The Anime Network 

[image: image2.jpg]


Mashiro-Iro Symphony
Rating: 2 

Catchy opening theme, gaggle of girls with the same half-dozen designs seen in every other contemporary shounen romance anime, bland male protagonist? Check, check, and check. Welcome to Mashiro-Iro Symphony, an adaptation of a slice-of-life romance visual novel that is more or less like every other such adaptation you've ever seen. 

The show opens with our protagonist, Shingo Uryuu, running out into the night to help his little sister find her way home. She, meanwhile, appears to be wearing a bra and a dress on top of a turtleneck and skirt, or something...it's odd looking. Anyway, the sister, Sakuno, chases after an adorable fluffy creature while her brother searches for her and gets even more lost. While Sakuno waits in the rain, a girl named Airi Sena spots her and shares her umbrella. She's also lost, so together they call the brother and arrange to meet up in a nearby park. They succeed, and Shingo gets all wide-eyed upon meeting Airi in person. 

So! Shingo, Sakuno, and guy-pal Hayata, as it turns out, are also serving as representatives from their school, which is merging with another (formerly all-girls) school. The trio will attend the new school, which is naturally chock-full of female characters: a teacher who's nervous around boys, a be-ponytailed , and of course, Airi Sena, who turns out to be opposed to the merger. OBSTACLE! 

The main thing to enjoy in Mashiro-Iro Symphony thus far is its soundtrack, which is full of enjoyable orchestral arrangements (although the charming, heartwarming music that went with the opening scene felt kind of out of place for a rainy night). Other points: Sakuno, while largely the standard little-sister-with-a-brother-complex, offers a wry response about girls feeling clumped together when she and her brother are confronted with a mass cluster of their new classmates. There's also a thus far unintroduced character randomly playing with the generically adorable mascot character outside of the school building who suddenly stops to stare at the camera again. These are pretty much the only surprises in the episode. 

While the art itself is detailed and crisp, the character designs are a bit overdone, and the characters themselves generic (though points should be awarded to Sakuno for her wry response about how girls feel in clusters upon witnessing their new school). As for pacing: kudos to the show for not being excessively blatant in its introductions to Shingo's new classmates, but the overall pacing is still a bit off. In particular, the opening scene feels oddly leisurely, with bits where more snap to the dialogue and action might have given the protagonist's intro a little more energy. 

It's unlikely that anyone will find this show particularly offensive— relative to other shows, there's barely even any fanservice —but there's not much to recommend about it either...unless, of course, you like the female characters who usually appear in this particular niche, in which case you'll probably find a version of your favorite here. 
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Horizon in the Middle of Nowhere
Rating: 3.5 

Lacking a new season of Code Geass, Horizon in the Middle of Nowhere is here to fill our burning need for a sci-fi drama with an enormous cast of super-powered teenagers. If you have no such burning need...move along. 

The teens in question are all members of the same class in a school on Musashi, a city built on a ship designed to look like Edo-era Japan (I think; my Japanese architectural history isn't really up to snuff). The episode does a good job of vaguely introducing everyone to a large cast without giving you the feeling that you have to know everyone's names yet. You'll remember most of them based on their particular supernatural ability, which they use in P.E. class— their assignment is to land an attack on their teacher while she runs across the ship to an object of her vengeance. Everyone's attacks are either derived from or buffed by the kids' computers (or at least, we see screens, so one would assume they're computers), even the ones that seem magical. 

The lead character, Tori, is tardy to class and skips out on this entire ordeal, arriving to land an "attack" on the teacher's breasts (which is whited out, presumably to sell more DVDs— since when does a clothed fondle require censorship?) and show off his new "raunchy" PC game. He pronounces that after playing the game to end his days of youth, he intends to ask out a dead girl the next day, and then he will do something that "picks a fight with the whole world," hinting at both the relevant past and presumably the show's upcoming main plot. 

On the one hand, it feels a little weak that the "real story" won't begin until the second episode; on the other hand, with this many characters it was probably good to get a preview of who they are before really needing to know their names and back stories. The only irredeemably bad part of the episode takes place immediately prior to the teens launching their attacks on their P.E. teacher, when she notes Tori's absence and explains who he is and tells us his nickname, and then a student starts prattling about what a crappy situation their home ship is in for no apparent reason. This explication is obviously important and the haphazard and awkward inclusion of it just seems silly. 

This first episode is heavy on action, so there's a great deal of movement animation and special effects, and all of it looks pretty well-done. The producers also did a good job directing the action; despite how much of it there is, it's never confusing as to who's attacking or how. The ongoing attacks will probably leave a few people rolling their eyes and wondering when the plot is going to start, but by and large it's engaging enough. 

The character designs keep everyone fairly distinct (some almost outrageously so; one character is a naked, red-skinned incubus, and another is literally just a red blob), although the girls' outfits look pretty awkward for physical activity (and judging from the opening theme, they wear the same clothes outside of P.E. too). As for the characters themselves, they all seem dynamic and everyone has a trait or two from the get-go...although sometimes one of those traits is nothing more than "big boobs," but that's to be expected. Horizon seems, after all, to be one of those "something for everyone" kind of shows, provided that you're not looking for anything too thought-provoking. 

Horizon in the Middle of Nowhere is available streaming on The Anime Network 
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Chihayafuru
Rating: 3.5 

Chihaya is a teenage girl who wants nothing more than to play karuta, a card game where a reader starts the first line of a poem from Japan's Hyakunin Isshu (a hundred poems by as many poets) and the players must race to pick up the first card. Unfortunately, Chihaya is having trouble finding people to play with, even when her childhood friend and karuta playmate Taichi joins her high school. This leads into a flashback in which Chihaya first meets someone who plays the game passionately, a bullied classmate named Arata. When Chihaya tells Arata that her dream is to see her sister succeed as a model, Arata tells her that her dream should actually involve her. Chihaya...sort of gets it, but at least at the end of the first episode, we're led to believe that she's basically applied Arata's dream to herself: to become a master karuta player. 

Okay, for the record, karuta itself seems boring, even with the animators using every trick in the book to make it look exciting (extravagant gestures! Cards flying into walls!). With any luck, the series will focus more on the characters, who seem decently interesting. Aforementioned childhood classmate Taichi is also one of Arata's bullies, for example, but it seems like he grows out of it; meanwhile young Arata himself has a lot of room for development (and he's also rather boy-moe; it's hard not to want to force-feed him chicken noodle soup when the episode visits his very humble abode). 

Meanwhile, Chihaya herself has potential as a protagonist. As a child she's got a bad habit of saying the first thing that comes to her mind regardless of how appropriate it is, and as a teenager she's viewed as a "muda bijin"— a beautiful girl whose attractiveness is useless because she's weird, although so far she seems to have friends, at least. Her childhood self is more engaging than her teenage self so far, but then again, the teenager got less screen time in the first episode. 

The manga upon which Chihayafuru is based is an award-winning series, so expectations are surely high for the adaptation. There's definitely a lot of good design work, but the animation hit-or-miss— plenty of flapping mouths in otherwise stagnant shots, for example, plus more CG cherry blossom petals if you haven't gotten enough yet. Oh, and the opening credits suggest that the audience might be in for more clothing designed with patterns that don't move with said clothing, which can be kind of distracting for some. The art is similar: some of the shots are quite detailed, and others a bit more simplistic, although never bad per se. 

Chihayafuru is more of a mixed bag than the buzz surrounding it might lead one to anticipate, but it definitely has a lot of potential to be a solidly engaging drama. 

Chihayafuru is available streaming at Crunchyroll 
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Tamayura - Hitotose
Rating: 2.5 

At first glance, Tamayura - Hitotose looks like another slice-of-life show about a bunch of high school girls— protagonist Fuu (alias: "Potte") snaps a few photos of her friends and then proceeds to topple a bench and fall herself. 

But after the groaning and eye-rolling stopped, the episode flashed back to Fuu's life prior to this. She lived in another town, had a different best friend who was working overly hard to be sensitive to the passing of Fuu's dad, and Fuu herself was just starting to get over the sadness as well. Along with her mother and little brother, Fuu first decides to take up her father's old camera again, and then the family moves back to the father's old hometown. 

In and of itself, the first episode could make a sweet (if a bit sappy) one-shot, with just the right amount of character development and almost no unnecessary explication. The million-dollar question is whether there's enough going on to sustain an entire series. It doesn't necessarily inspire the viewer to want to watch more, though...true, it only barely touches on the present Fuu's three gal pals, but Fuu is such a flat character so far that it's hard to want to follow her. (Can we get a show about the friend she leaves behind instead?) 

The visuals don't bode very well, either. The animation mostly seems solid, but there's something slightly off about the colors, as though they're stale, and sometimes the art looks a bit lazy. Since viewers can usually count on the first episode having the most polished look (to impress said viewers), it's probably not a good sign that the look is firmly mediocre. On the other hand, it's still a slice-of-life show— the visuals are sort of secondary. 

What will make or break the show is, of course, its characters. Fuu has gone through a tough time, but so far with the exception of picking up the camera, she's passive and unassuming. By contrast her best friend (prior to moving), Chihiro, is fun. At first she's annoying because she constantly thinks she's overstepped her bounds by reminding Fuu about her dad, causing her to burst into tears multiple times in a matter of minutes (cue more eye-rolling). But even she, a secondary character, gets to grow up a bit in the first episode, and we also get insight into her hobbies (she designs mascot characters and makes plushes of them) and more facets of her personality than mere crybaby-hood. With any luck, Fuu's new(/old) friends will be as engaging, and Fuu herself will get a chance to grow. 

Those up for sort of a heartwarming/bittersweet/cheesy short should definitely check out this episode (with the caveat that they shouldn't expect high-quality visuals), but for most people it'll probably be too much of a snooze. 
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Kimi to Boku.
Rating: 3 

It's nice to see an all-guys counter to the all-girls slice-of-life comedy in You and Me (Kimi to Boku.), but I'm a little torn on the show itself. 

The series revolves around four guy friends (soon to be five, judging by the opening credits) in high school together. These four have been friends since childhood and include bossy Kaname, effeminate Shun, and the lazy twins Yuta and Yuki. After a brief introduction to these characters— which itself feels as lethargic as the twins —Kaname gets it into his head to force Yuki into a school club and forces him through a series of athletic and then cultural clubs. This is primarily a vehicle to reveal the characters' personalities, of course, and also to showcase a particular flashback to the boys' childhood. 

The humor in and of itself is cute, if a little predictable, but the "action" (such as it is) is pretty flat, so it's kind of easy to zone out here and there. Even when Yuki is supposedly performing amazing feats of basketball, the camera is on his three companions talking about it rather than his playing. There's simply no avoiding that since the really engaging part of the episode is all dialogue, the producers seem slightly desperate to keep the visuals engaging. The result is that the shots cut from the boys to various shots of lazy and/or angry cats to a random girl on campus or whatnot.. Additionally, some of the shots are laid out oddly, like an early one with Shun's face oddly cropped. These visual quirks are kind of jarring; it feels like one might as well just listen to the show as watch it, if you had enough of the language. 

It's unclear who the show's target audience is; the original manga ran in shounen manga anthologies in Japan, but at first glance some people probably assume these young, pretty boys were nestled into a yaoi tale (it's definitely not, for the record, though there's surely enough fodder for fangirls who want to look for it). It's not really a problem, but it makes it tough to zero in on who will enjoy the show. Basically, if you're open to a sort of low-energy comedy with a very light touch and an all-male cast, Kimi to Boku. is decent. It'd be nice if the producers could pick up the energy a little bit though (this may be the role of the very genki-looking fifth character who appears in the show's credits). 

Kimi to Boku. is available streaming on Crunchyroll 
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Working'!!
Rating: 4 

Working is sort of like most sitcoms: the "situation" is mostly less important than the characters. So how much you'll enjoy Working'!!, the excessively-punctuated sequel to the 2010 anime Working!! (called Wagnaria!! in North America) will rely on how much you like the eccentric cast of characters who work at the titular family restaurant in Japan. 

I didn't see the first season myself, but judging from the first episode of this season, it seems like the characters probably all started out as mostly single-trait vehicles that have mostly been developed beyond that, at least a little. The main characters' traits are still pretty obvious (tiny/cute Poplar, tiny/cute thing lover Takanashi, man-phobic Inami, etc.), but for some of the characters it's less clear, and to me that speaks well for the show. 

As far as slice-of-life shows go, Working'!! is largely successful. The characters are cute, colorful, and vivacious, but not completely demented...mostly. It probably helps that this show stands apart from most current slice-of-life series, which seem stuck in the "four-or-five girls' high school adventures" niche. Instead, you actually have a whopping three guys (and five girls), and while young, they're in a work setting, not school. The animation is mostly nice and works well with the designs and the soundtrack and voice acting are solid. 

It's hard to judge whether the second season will stay true to the first season's formula, having not seen that season, and naturally this episode was dedicated to re-introducing the setting and characters. For new viewers, it does this reasonably well: when introducing the first three characters (Poplar, Takanashi, and Inami) there's a moment when it feels like the episode is just going to have each character walk on, demonstrate their trait, and disappear, but then instead the episode opens up into a bit more story and dialogue, so you meet everyone a bit more organically after that. 

I assume existing Wagnaria!! fans are going to dig Working'!!, and it's perfectly accessible to new fans as well. If you're looking for anything more deep or action-packed than the concerns of a bunch of kids working at a restaurant, or for something that's not OH MY GOD PERKY!, obviously the show's not for you. As slice-of-life shows go, though, this one may well lead the pack this season. 
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Phi Brain: Kami no Puzzle
Rating: 3.5 

The basic premise of Phi Brain is that protagonist Kaito Daimon gets sort of coerced into joining an organization devoted to solving puzzles with a major risk/reward issue. Seriously, Kaito doesn't balk in the slightest at being challenged to solve a puzzle in which failure means death, even prior to being offered treasure if he succeeds. Apparently he once promised someone to free those poor sad puzzles. It's played completely straight, no one's made a huge thing about puzzles being particularly important in this universe, and even the near-death of Kaito's childhood friend/puzzling companion Nonoha doesn't discourage them. 

Weird. 

If Hunter × Hunter is a bit too classic kiddie shounen for you, but you're still looking to fill that action/competition void in your life, Phi Brain appears to be your primary option. It's going for a very "cool" vibe, with a pretty fun soundtrack (sometimes distractingly so), character designs that are both reminiscent of but not quite ripoffs from other big shows, and strong animation. I had kind of expected it to channel Death Note a little bit with a lot of internal monologue about the puzzles and thinking a dozen steps ahead, but the first episode doesn't seem to go that direction, which is probably for the best in the first episode. 

The episode is mostly well-paced, although it starts with an action sequence and then makes vague reference to the lead-up to that action sequence, which is a little awkward— for a moment you may wonder if you somehow missed the first few minutes of the show. Other than that, though, the show gives you the info you need without overloading you with stuff, giving you a lot to discover as the series carries on. With some suspension of disbelief, this will be a solid entry into its genre. 

That said, it's still clearly going to be another "hey, let's do a shounen show revolving around this random skill!" series, so obviously if that's not your kind of thing, you'll want to give it a pass. If you're not sure, though, the first episode on its own is worth your thirty minutes. 
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Hunter × Hunter
Rating: 4 

Hunter × Hunter opens in an idyllic village where young, spiky-haired protagonist Gon catches the Lord of the Lake, an enormous fish. This capture was ordered by Gon's guardian (or mother? He refers to her by name) as the prerequisite before he can attempt to pass the exam to become a Hunter, which is basically an adventurer. 

Gon starts his journey by boat, and we quickly learn that he can understand animals, smell storms, inspire loyalty in those around him, and is insatiably honest. This last quality puts him at an advantage with the ship's captain, who asks Gon and two other candidates— young-but-older-than-Gon Kurapika and bespectacled Leorio —why they want to become hunters. Kurapika and Leorio try to avoid answering, but the captain reveals that he is in fact one of their examiners and can pass or fail them as he sees fit. Both reveal their reasons (Kurapika wants vengeance on the criminals who killed his clan, while Leorio wants money), and after being rude to one another, they decide to fight it out on the ship's deck as a huge storm carries on in the background. Naturally, Gon inspires (and performs) some heroics, and in the end everyone gets along and all three pass the test. 

I haven't seen the original Hunter X Hunter or read the manga, so I can't speak to how much it stays true to its origins or anything along those lines. What I can say is that this episode is well-paced, well-animated, and well-acted. The viewer is provided enough information to know where they are and what's going on without being overwhelmed by a huge crush of information— there's still plenty to learn about the world and its inhabitants. The episode's ending is, of course, a little goody-goody, but hey, it's a classic-style shounen show aimed primarily at younger viewers (it's got an 11 a.m. Sunday morning slot). 

Those who don't dig shounen series (or prefer theirs a little angrier, a la Naruto and Bleach) probably won't get that into Hunter X Hunter. The episode is solidly entertaining, but doesn't really promise much by way of innovation. That said, it's a little early in the season preview still, but this is the most solid first episode so far. It's well-crafted all across the board, which bodes well for the series. 

Hunter × Hunter is available streaming at Crunchyroll 
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C³
Rating: 1.5 

A young boy living alone finds himself afflicted with a supernatural naked loli who accuses him of being a pervert, but moves in with him anyway. The creators know that you know this story already, so they waste as little time on the setup as possible. Unfortunately, the result is a poorly-paced, undeveloped mish-mash of ridiculousness that is by and large neither funny nor engaging. 

Protagonist Haruaki's dad collects weird antiques and sends his son a strange box. When the box starts glowing with neon pink light, Haruaki does the only sensible thing in the show so far: he tosses the box in the basement and ignores it. Unfortunately, it's too late: the box turns into the undressed loli Fear, who he catches stealing rice crackers in his kitchen. This immediately cuts to a peaceful shared meal in which Fear and Haruaki explain the backstory to the audience (Haruaki's dad hopes Fear can un-curse herself at the house, which is in a spiritually opportune location). Haruaki's childhood friend Konoha arrives with breakfast, and she and Fear become rivals by default (do guys actually believe that women go into insta-hate mode over breast size?). 

Haruaki and Konoha run off to school, and Fear bonds with some random local grown-ups before destroying Haruaki's house in an attempt to clean it. For some reason, this destruction is the longest part of the episode: a series of vignettes of failed housekeeping which is supposed to be funny but falls completely flat— it's trying way too hard. Haruaki comes home and chastises Fear, Fear runs away, Haruaki and Konoha look for her in town and it turns out she returned to the house. Haruaki goes home and bonds with Fear over another meal and a Rubik's cube. After the credits, Balalaika from Black Lagoon shows up in Japan wearing a gothic lolita headdress to get you interested in the next episode. Yeah, I don't know either. 

The animation and design are solid, and I have to give the show's creators credit for one particular detail: the local elders treat Fear like a foreigner and try to speak some English to her, instead of ignoring her odd coloring and assuming she's Japanese. The voice acting is pretty good, but I've always been a sucker for Minori Chihara (who plays Konoha), and Fear's catchphrase ("Norouzo!" / "I'll curse you!") will be adorable to the right audience. 

But that's not really enough to make up for the overall blandness and bad pacing of the episode. The show is made for a very specific audience that already knows it likes this show because it's seen it a dozen times before. There's no sign so far that it will do anything to stretch the limits of the standardized plot, unless you count the chainsmoking gothic lolita hinted at in the end...which is, at least to me, the most interesting thing in the entire episode. 
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Fate/Zero
Rating: 3 (for newcomers), 4.5 (for existing fans, probably) 

If, like me, your knowledge of the Fate/stay night universe is minimal, consider yourself warned: Fate/Zero is going to throw a lot of information at you right at the beginning, and frankly, it feels like they expect you to know and/or recognize some amount of it. At the same time, the reason they're pummeling the viewer with information is so that newcomers can understand what's going on without having seen the show's predecessor (presumably), and everyone should be able to pick up the idea of what's going on and even be semi-confident about the various factions by the end of the episode, if they've paid attention. 

The first episode of Fate/Zero introduces the world of wizards on earth, as well as the regular competition/war to seize the Holy Grail, which is apparently not quite that Holy Grail but which grants its owner any one wish. The main three families who participate in the war are all intertwined by old allegiances and/or grudges, and one of the major plot points of the first episode is that a child from one family (the Tohsaka clan) gets adopted by the Matou family, where she is effectively tortured to train her for the next tournament. To spare her, the black sheep of the Matou clan comes back and trains to take her place. The other main plot lines are all candidates' similar preparations for the pending war, culminating at the end with summoning their "servants," a variety of historical heroes who will do most of the actual battling. 

By virtue of having to impart so much information, some of the scenes feel either visually stagnant or awkward. In particular, an early one involves two men circling a third, slowly and without purpose (outside of the obvious meta need for some kind of actual movement). Another is an excessively long panning shot of one of the 'relics' used for summoning servants. And, frankly, if you were hoping for action right off the bat, you might be disappointed in the first episode: nearly all 47 minutes are devoted to exposition in the guise of political machinations and other plotting. That may sound great for some, but a turn-off for others. 

However, the show's true audience— fans of Fate/stay night and its world —will doubtless eat the show up. The animation is excellent, and as folks who are familiar with the plot and setting, absorbing the info won't be difficult. I wonder if these fans might be bored by some of the explication, much of which they probably already know, but I expect that seeing the adorable young Rin Tohsaka and Sakura Matou will probably help allay most potential irritation. 

Fate/Zero is available streaming at Nico Nico and Crunchyroll
New Releases 
Email us (just hit reply) or click on the link to place an order for these or any other titles!

Aselia the Eternal DVD-ROM Game (Windows)

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/2CQjzb3pQMGu9LK5rh/browse/item/92965/4/0/-2833
You are Takamine Yuuto, an orphan who lives only to care for his sister and ensure they make it through their ordinary everyday lives (with a little help from their friends). One day he is suddenly interrupted by a call from beyond this Earth - he has been summoned through a mystical portal to the distant land of Phantasmagoria!

With his sister Kaori held hostage, Yuuto must fight as an Etranger - a warrior of power - and take up the sword to fight alongside the beautiful female Spirits who protect the land from the evil that threatens to consume it. With these new comrades, a tale of desperate heroism, newfound purpose, and tender romance unfolds...

Amagami SS DVD Collection 1 (S)  Date Available - Sep 20 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92399/4/0/-2833
Alternate lifestyles are one thing when it comes to romance, but alternate universes? When his date stood him up on Christmas Eve two years ago, Junichi Tachibana felt a little piece inside him shrivel up and die. Now he distrusts the very idea of love, which is a shame because Karma is about to hit him back in a major way.

Bamboo Blade DVD Complete Series S.A.V.E. Edition Date Oct 18 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/AddP0aaGfiGzfV2SHr/browse/item/92550/4/0/-2833
Blassreiter DVD Complete Series (Hyb) - S.A.V.E. Edition Date Available - Nov 15 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/AddP0aaGfiGzfV2SHr/browse/item/92660/4/0/-2833
Bleach Movie 3 DVD (Hyb): Fade to Black Date Available - Nov 15 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/AddP0aaGfiGzfV2SHr/browse/item/92664/4/0/-2833
Blue Exorcist DVD 1 (S) Date Available - Oct 18 2011
http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/2CQjzb3pQMGu9LK5rh/browse/item/92633/4/0/-2833
Bubblegum Crisis Tokyo 2040 Complete Series (Hyb) - Anime Classics Date Available - Nov 29 2011
http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92647/4/0/-2833
Chaos;Head Complete Series DVD/Blu-ray Set (Hyb)

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/2CQjzb3pQMGu9LK5rh/browse/item/92649/4/0/-2833
Akumi is an anime-obsessed recluse with a fetish for two-dimensional girls. His dirty little cyber secrets land him in real-life trouble after a chat room encounter with the mysterious General leads him to the scene of a gruesome murder. In the blink of an eye, Takumi goes from a caffeine-addicted gamer to a paranoid murder suspect caught up in something called the New Generation madness.

Between the police and a gang of girls with giant holographic swords, someone is watching his every move. As the world constructed around him begins to unravel, Takumi will discover that nothing - not even his own life - is what it appears to be. Welcome to Chaos Head. Can you survive reality?

Contains episodes 1-12.

Corpse Princess DVD Complete Series (Hyb)  Date Available - Sep 27 2011
http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92378/4/0/-2833
She's hell-bent on filling every empty grave she can find with the monsters that should be six feet under. Makina is a Shikabane Hime - a Corpse Princess - and it's her job to finish off the undead leftovers haunting the dark corners of a city that used to be safe.
Darker Than Black Season 2 + OVAs DVD/Blu-ray Complete Set (Hyb)

Date Available - Oct 18 2011  Contains episodes 1-12 and OVAs 1-4 (Kuro no Keiyakusha: Gaiden).
http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92541/4/0/-2833
Demon City Shinjuku DVD (Hyb)   Date Available - Oct 18 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92538/4/0/-2833
Dirty Pair (Original) OVA Series DVD Collection (Hyb)  Jan 3 2012

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/2CQjzb3pQMGu9LK5rh/browse/item/93221/4/0/-2833
Fairy Tail Part 1 DVD/Blu-ray Set (Hyb) Date Available - Nov 22 2011
http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92654/4/0/-2833
Glass Maiden DVD Complete Collection (S) Date Available - Oct 4 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/AddP0aaGfiGzfV2SHr/browse/item/92568/4/0/-2833
Hell Girl Season 2: Two Mirrors DVD Complete Collection (S)

Date Available - Oct 18 2011
http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92569/4/0/-2833
Hetalia Axis Powers Movie: Paint it, White DVD (Hyb)  Available - Nov 22

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92653/4/0/-2833
Hide This Japanese Phrase Book (128 pgs)  Date Available - Aug 31 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/91969/4/0/-2833
Travelers will be able to speak like locals using vocabulary that is really used and not what is taught in schools. Hide This Phrase Book includes conversation starters, ATM and bank info, hostel expressions, fun entertainment options, making friends with the locals, and more. Also included is a two-way dictionary featuring slang terminology, and cultural tips to help users fit in with the locals.
Higurashi: When They Cry Kai DVD-ROM Sound Novel (Windows)

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/AddP0aaGfiGzfV2SHr/browse/item/92638/4/0/-2833
Himawari! (Season 1) DVD Complete Collection (S) Date - Oct 25 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/2CQjzb3pQMGu9LK5rh/browse/item/92567/4/0/-2833
Himawari Hinata is NOT your typical Japanese school girl. In fact, ever since being rescued by a ninja when she was younger, her greatest ambition has been to become one herself. Now, finally, she's got her shot at her dreams: the opportunity to study at Shinobi Gakuen in the Village of Mist, the elite academy where kunoichi, female ninjas, are trained.

Unfortunately, Himawari isn't as prepared as some of her fellow candidates and, on her very first day in the village, she ends up being saved by one of her teachers! To add to the embarrassment, the person who rescued her isn't even a ninja. He's Hayato Marikoji and HIS duty is to teach the ninja how to act like a normal person like himself.

With that inauspicious start, will Himawari ever be able to gain entrance to the school? And if she does, can she meet the rigorous standards demanded by her teachers? And why does Hayato remind her so much of an important person from her past? With a whole school full of ninjas, there's certain to be more going on than meets the eye!

Contains episodes 1-13.
ICE DVD Complete Collection (Hyb) Date Available - Nov 15 2011
http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/AddP0aaGfiGzfV2SHr/browse/item/92711/4/0/-2833
Ikki-Tousen Great Guardians DVD Part 1 (Hyb) Available - Aug 30 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92092/4/0/-2833
Ikki-Tousen Great Guardians DVD Part 2 (Hyb) Available - Oct 25 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92576/4/0/-2833
Kekkaishi DVD Set 2 (Hyb)  Date Available - Sep 13 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92212/4/0/-2833
Kimi Ni Todoke -From Me to You- DVD Box Set 1 (S) Premium Edition

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92453/4/0/-2833
Sawako Kuronuma has always had a difficult time fitting in. Some say it's her jet-black hair, others say it's her hushed manner of speaking, and still others claim it's due to her name's similarity to Sadako, a character from a popular Japanese horror series. On her first day of high school, Sawako meets the one boy who treats her like a normal girl: Shota Kazehaya.

Through his selfless aid, Sawako slowly learns to come out of her shell and even begins to make friends for the first time in her life. However, with a new social life comes social pressures. Rumors begin to circulate about her, her friends, and even the kind-hearted Kazehaya. As she grows into her new identity, Sawako must learn to deal with such pressures as well as start to understand the unfamiliar feelings inside of her - especially in regards to the boy who made her new start possible.

La Corda d'Oro ~ Primo Passo ~ DVD Complete Collection (S) Oct 4 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92571/4/0/-2833
At the Seiso Academy, there are two kinds of students: those enrolled in the world-famous music curriculum and those enrolled in the far less demanding general studies program. Kahoko Hino falls into the latter category; a completely average student who isn't even interested in music. All that changes, however, when Hino is given a magic violin by Lili, a fairy who lives inside the academy!
MM! DVD Complete Collection (S)  Date Available - Sep 13 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92401/4/0/-2833
There are twisted tales and twisted tales, but few are as twisted as poor Sado's, who's just realized that he actually likes being made miserable. Of course, knowing that only makes him more miserable, which in turn... well, you get the idea. Desperate to break the circle, Sado volunteers for a special club where he hopes he can work through his issues only to discover that the other members have equally... complex... issues to deal with.
For example, the hyper-aggressive club president Isurugi not only has a violent fear of cats, but also believes herself to be a god! Then there's Yuno, who's terrified of men; the Nurse, who forces other people to perform cosplay; and Hayama, Sado's best friend and a compulsive cross-dresser, who's also the girl that Sado is infatuated with.
Mushi-shi DVD Complete (Hyb) - S.A.V.E. Edition Available - Nov 8 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/AddP0aaGfiGzfV2SHr/browse/item/92646/4/0/-2833
Oreimo DVD Complete Box (S) Limited Edition Available - Oct 18 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92632/4/0/-2833
For the past seven years, Kyousuke Kousaka's relationship with his younger sister Kirino has been nothing but cold. It's gotten the the point where the only talking the siblings do is to exchange greetings with each other. But one day, Kyousuke finds a moe anime DVD lying in the entrance hall of his house. His interest piqued, Kyousuke looks for the owner - only to discover it belongs to his very own sister Kirino. Shocked as Kyousuke was, this is just the beginning of the surprises that lie ahead...

Queen's Blade 2: The Evil Eye Blu-ray Complete Series - Sep 13 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92353/4/0/-2833
Ray DVD Complete Collection (S) Date Available - Oct 18 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92566/4/0/-2833
If you have enough money, you can buy anything, so why wait for an organ you need to become available? Raised to be harvested for parts, Ray had already lost her eyes when renegade surgeon Black Jack rescued her. Now, ten years later, she has grown up to be a surgeon herself. Thanks to the unique artificial eyes she received as replacements, she has a reputation for performing incredible medical operations that no one else could even attempt.  But unknown to any but a select few, her surgical endeavors are only part of a greater mission: to discover what happened to the other children she was raised with, and to find the men who stole the eyes she was born with and to bring them to justice.
Romeo x Juliet DVD Complete Series (Hyb) - S.A.V.E. Edition Nov 8 2011
http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/AddP0aaGfiGzfV2SHr/browse/item/92641/4/0/-2833
Rosario+Vampire DVD Bundle (Hyb) (Seasons 1 and 2) + Extra

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/AddP0aaGfiGzfV2SHr/browse/item/90763/4/0/-2833
Rozen Maiden DVD Complete Collection (Hyb) Dec 6 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/2CQjzb3pQMGu9LK5rh/browse/item/93155/4/0/-2833
To Love Ru DVD Complete Collection (S) Date Available - Sep 6 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92402/4/0/-2833
Trigun: Badlands Rumble DVD (Hyb) Date Available - Sep 27 2011

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/AddP0aaGfiGzfV2SHr/browse/item/92379/4/0/-2833
Vampire Knight Guilty DVD Complete Series (Hyb) Available - Sep 20 

http://www.rightstuf.com/1-800-338-6827/catalogmgr/fIdnObYeOfkcPi6YmG/browse/item/92213/4/0/-2833
